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Keynote

Money-laundering, cyber-knavery and shell-company chicanery: Marty Hench is an expert
in them all. He's Silicon Valley's most accomplished forensic accountant and well
versed in the devious ways of Fortune 500s, divorcing oligarchs, and international drug
cartels alike (and there’s more crossover than you might imagine).

Description
THE YEAR IS 1986. THE CITY IS SAN FRANCISCO.

Here, Martin Hench will reinvent the forensic accountant for the digital age — what a
bounty hunter is to people, he will be to tech money — but for now he’s an MIT dropout
odd-jobbing his way around a city still reeling from the invention of a revolutionary new
technology that will change everything about crime forever.

When Martin is hired by a Silicon Valley startup, Fidelity Computing, to investigate a Imprint Head of Zeus -- an
group of disgruntled ex-employees who’ve founded a competitor, he quickly realises AdAstra Book
he’s on the wrong side. Martin ditches the greasy old guys running Fidelity Computing ISBN 9781804547854
. . . . . Publication Date 11/09/2025
without a second thought, utterly infatuated with the electric atmosphere of Computing Price £9.99
Freedom. Located in the heart of the Mission, this group of brilliant young women have Format Paperback
set out to beat Fidelity Computing at their own game. But they have no idea of the depth
of evil they’re seeking to uproot. Or the risks they run.
Length 400 pp
. . . L . . Di i 198 x 129
IE t.hlﬁ company-eat-company city, Martin and his friends will be lucky to escape with SLT:: ;',?;; 28.0())(0000mm
their lives.
: : . Thema Thriller / suspense
Sales and Marketing Highlights fiction (FH).
e A thrilling contemporary detective story for our times — Marty Hench is a
loveable protagonist BIC Code EH
e The perfect combination of behind-the-scenes look at the tech scene and BIC Subject Thriller / suspense

crime thriller
e Cory Doctorow is extremely well connected with almost 500k followers on
Twitter

Reviews

"Picks and Shovels, Cory Doctorow’s reconstruction of the rise of Silicon Valley, is note
perfect. | love Marty and Art and all the main characters. | love the hope and the thrill that
marks the opening section. But | love too the thesis that San Francisco always has failed
and always will fail her suitors. Even in the sunlight of that time the shadows are
lengthening... the seeds of enshittification are all there. Despite cultural entropy,
corruption, greed and all the betrayals there’s a core of hope and honour in the story too...
And some damned good recipes that | have tucked away.™ - Stephen Fry

"What could be better than a Martin Hench thriller set in 1980s San Francisco that mixes
punk rock romance with Lotus spreadsheets, dot matrix printers and religious orders?
You'll eat this up -- | sure did." - Tim Wu, Special Assistant to the President for Technology
and Competition Policy, author of 'The Master Switch: The Rise and Fall of Information
Empires'

Author Biography

Cory Doctorow (craphound.com) is a science fiction author, activist and journalist. He is
the author of many books, most recently The Internet Con: How to Seize the Means of
Computation, a Big Tech disassembly manual; Red Team Blues, a science fiction crime
thriller; Chokepoint Capitalism, non-fiction about monopoly and creative labour markets;
the Little Brother series for young adults; In Real Life, a graphic novel; and the picture
book Poesy the Monster Slayer. In 2020, he was inducted into the Canadian Science
Fiction and Fantasy Hall of Fame.
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