The Violin Maker’s Secret – Evie Woods 
Reading Groups for Everyone Reading Guide
1. The novel opens by describing Heathrow's Lost and Found as a place where "lost treasures wash up like flotsam from discarded lives." The violin is described as being able to change the fortunes of those who possess it – sometimes for good, sometimes for ill. How does this opening frame your expectations for the story? 
2. Devlin, Walter, and Gabrielle are each profoundly isolated at the novel's start –Devlin hiding from his past, Walter contemplating suicide, Gabrielle unable to form connections. How does the violin function as a catalyst for found family? Is their connection authentic or are they bonded primarily by shared danger and mystery?
3. During the flight to Italy, Walter realizes that in all of his years as a history teacher, he had never questioned the lack of female perspectives. He feels his entire career called into question. Is this self-awareness admirable or does it come too late? What responsibility do educators have to actively seek out marginalized voices rather than simply teaching the existing canon?
4. Devlin reveals that his girlfriend Summer died in a traffic accident on Valentine's Day 2015 – the exact moment he was busking with a "Will you marry me?" sign for her. Is his guilt justified? How has this trauma shaped his relationship with Melissa and his avoidance of music?
5. Devlin literally handles "other people's baggage" at the airport. When Gabrielle asks about his career, she initially thinks he's a therapist. How does his job mirror his emotional role with Walter and Gabrielle? 
6. The text describes Gabrielle's performance when she finally plays the violin: “it felt like performing a duet with the violin, like the violin was speaking through her.” Her wrist doesn't hurt, and she feels liberated from the past. Is the violin magical, or has Gabrielle finally healed herself?
7. When Verity finally holds the violin, it spontaneously and silently disintegrates in her hands. How do you interpret this? Is it supernatural justice, the violin's "job" being complete, or symbolic of how obsession destroys what it seeks? What does the silence of this moment signify?
8. The novel suggests the violin doesn't create talent or heal people magically – instead it gives them permission to access what was already within them. Devlin says "The door is open now." What "doors" did the violin open for each character? Could they have opened these doors without the violin?

